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Atlas Professionals and American Maritime
Officers seal long-term partnership
Signing of MOU makes the global leading recruitment and HR service provider and
AMO strategic partners for all U.S. offshore wind farm union crewing opportunities
New Jersey — On April 27, 2022, at the
Business Network for Offshore Wind in
New Jersey, Atlas Professionals and the
American Maritime Officers union (AMO)
signed a Memorandum of Understanding to
collaborate on all opportunities concerning the crewing of United States offshore
wind farm-related vessels when a project
requires the provision of U.S. unionized
seafarers.
Atlas Professionals, a leading
global provider of HR solutions, combines

its extensive offshore wind and marine
track record with the largest union of
U.S. Coast Guard licensed merchant
marine officers.
AMO officers work aboard U.S.flagged commercial and military sealift
vessels and hold a unique presence in the
international energy transportation trades.
AMO officers have access to world-class
training, including a comprehensive
dynamic positioning (DP) training program
accredited by the Nautical Institute, at

the AMO Safety and Education Plan’s STAR
Center (Simulation, Training, Assessment
and Research).
The combined value-added services
of Atlas and AMO will ensure the supply
chain within the emerging U.S. offshore
wind industry has the most robust and
compliant service available.
“By combining our knowledge and
resources with AMO, we will be able to
improve our service offering to our clients
by providing U.S.-based personnel in com-

pliance with the Jones Act, creating U.S.
jobs for U.S. projects,” said Laura Smith,
North America Business Manager of Atlas
Professionals.
“This is the next step in pioneering
new job opportunities for AMO officers
within the U.S. offshore wind market,”
said the National President of AMO. “We
are looking at the future requirements
with Atlas Professionals and we are
sure to achieve significant milestones
together.”

M/T Pennsylvania rescues refugees lost at sea

Crewmembers aboard the M/T Pennsylvania during its at-sea rescue of an overloaded skiff of refugees included Captain Eric Anderson, QMED Michael Birke, AB Agustin Miranda,
Second Mate Christopher Bell, Third Mate Emmanuel Zamora (kneeling), Third Mate Anthony Franchetti, Second Assistant Engineer Michael Goins, AB Eddie Ebanks, AB Daniel
Caballero (kneeling), First A.E. Robert Norris, Steward Primo Ronquillo, Third A.E. James Lavallee, Chief Engineer David Leddy, Cook Tamara Russ, Chief Mate Edward Mallon, AB
Emilio Gonzalez, AB Mickey Todd, GVA Amer Mousa, and Pumpman Tyrone Ellis — STORY ON PAGE 3.
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AMO Election of National Officers to be conducted this year
Overall timeline for 2022 election events, new schedule for regular AMO monthly
membership meetings, requirements regarding voter participation and eligibility
The election of national officers for the seven elective positions on the American Maritime
Officers National Executive Board, which is held every four years, will be conducted this year.
Following is a timeline of key events for the upcoming election. Bulletins will be
circulated online, by email and in print to the AMO membership during the pre-election period
and throughout the election period, which will formally begin with the release of the report
produced by the rank-and-file AMO Credentials Committee in June.
Election timeline
• April 6: The National President’s Pre-Balloting Report was presented listing the
elective offices to be included in the upcoming election.
• The Notice of Nomination and Election was released formally announcing the upcoming nomination period.
• May 4: The nomination period for candidates for elective office began.
• June 1: The nomination period ended and a rank-and-file Credentials Committee was
elected during the AMO monthly membership meeting held on that date.
• The findings of the Credentials Committee regarding qualification or disqualification
of nominees for elective office will be released in a report, which will be distributed to the
AMO membership marking the beginning of the election period.
• August 1: On or before this date, paper election ballot packages will be sent by mail
by an independent third-party election administrator to all AMO full book/card members
and AMO applicants at the mailing address they have on file with the union. Be advised that
only ballots received by December 1 that are cast by AMO members who were full book/card
members in “good standing” by November 30 will be included in the tally.
• Month of November: A special meeting will be convened at AMO headquarters in
Dania Beach, Fla. for the purpose of electing AMO members to serve on the rank-and-file
AMO Tallying Committee.
• December 1: The election period will end. Ballots received after this date will not be
included in the tally of votes.
• December 7: The regular AMO membership meeting will be held in recess while the
ballots are tallied. When the tallying has concluded, the meeting will be reconvened to hear
the Tallying Committee’s preliminary report.
AMO monthly membership meetings in 2022
As a reminder, the schedule of regular American Maritime Officers monthly membership meetings for 2022 and beyond has been changed under a resolution amending the AMO
National Constitution, which was approved by a majority vote of members in attendance of
the monthly membership meeting held at AMO headquarters on December 6, 2021.
Following is the revised schedule of American Maritime Officers membership meetings
for 2022. The resolution amending the AMO National Constitution to change the days on which
membership meetings are held was proposed to and approved by AMO members after the AMO
calendar for 2022 was printed and out for distribution to AMO members, applicants and contracted vessels. As a result, the membership meeting dates printed in the 2022 AMO calendar
are no longer accurate. AMO members and applicants are asked to keep the new schedule as
a supplement to the 2022 AMO calendar and mark the date changes accordingly.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

April 6, 2022 (Wednesday) — presentation of the AMO National President’s
Pre-Balloting Report
May 4, 2022 (Wednesday) — nomination period for candidates for elective office
begins
June 1, 2022 (Wednesday) — nomination period for candidates for elective office
ends at 1 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time, rank-and-file Credentials Committee to be
elected during the membership meeting
July 13, 2022 (Wednesday)
August 3, 2022 (Wednesday)
September 7, 2022 (Wednesday)
October 5, 2022 (Wednesday)

•
•

November 2, 2022 (Wednesday)
December 7, 2022 (Wednesday) — membership meeting will be convened and
held in recess while ballots are tallied; in order to be included in the tally, all
ballots must be received on or before December 1

Requirements regarding voter participation and eligibility
All full book/card members of American Maritime Officers, as well as all applicants for
membership in AMO, will be mailed a ballot package by the independent third-party election
administrator on or before August 1 regardless of dues status on that date.
The ballot packages will be mailed to the primary mailing address each AMO full book/
card member or AMO applicant has on file with the union. All AMO members and applicants
are advised to verify their mailing address on file with the union well in advance of this date.
Active AMO members and applicants can verify their primary mailing address on file
with the union on the AMO website (https://www.amo-union.org). On the website, each
member or applicant can use the Member Log In tab from a computer or mobile device to log
into the Member Area of the website. By selecting either the “Member Profile” or “Dues/Initiation Statement” option at the top of the page, members and applicants can open a document
that will display at the top the primary mailing address the union has on file for them.
While all AMO full book/card members and AMO applicants will be mailed a ballot on
or before August 1, only ballots received by December 1 that are cast by AMO members who
were full book/card members in “good standing” by November 30 will be included in the tally.
AMO full book/card members have until November 30 to become current in their dues
and to achieve “good standing” as defined by the AMO National Constitution (see below) so
their ballot will be counted in the tally.
AMO applicants who wish to participate in the election have until November 30
to pay their initiation fee and successfully complete the process to become full AMO
book/card members. AMO applicants who become full AMO book/card members in “good
standing” will be eligible to have their ballot counted in the tally. Due to the unpredictable nature and timing involved with U.S. Postal Service mailings and the time it may
take to process the documentation for an AMO applicant seeking to become a full AMO
book/card member, it is strongly recommended that all AMO applicants interested in
voting in the 2022 election complete the process to become full AMO book/card members
well in advance of November 30.
As provided in the AMO National Constitution: “In order for the member’s ballot to
be counted, the member must be in good standing for the quarter in which the ballot
cast is to be counted, with such standing established not later than November 30th of
the election year.”
As provided in the AMO National Constitution: “The term ‘member in good standing’
means a member whose dues are paid through the current quarter and who is not under
suspension or sentence of expulsion as provided by this Constitution.”

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Regular monthly membership meetings for American Maritime Officers
will be held on the first Wednesday of every month except in the months
of January and July, when the membership meeting will be held on the
second Wednesday. Meetings will be held at AMO National Headquarters
and will begin at 1 p.m. local time. The next meetings are scheduled to
take place on the following dates:

July 13, August 3, September 7
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M/T Pennsylvania rescues refugees lost at sea

While transiting the Straits of Florida
on April 29, the mate on watch on the
M/T Pennsylvania noticed a small skiff
with two white flags around 8 a.m. The
Pennsylvania was leaving Port Everglades,
Fla. in route to Sabine Pass. Under closer
observation, he noticed that the white
flags were being waved.
Captain Eric Anderson was called
immediately and rescue procedures
commenced.
According to Third Mate Anthony
Franchetti, as the refugees approached
the Pennsylvania, it became apparent
that the homemade skiff (constructed of
roofing tiles and bondo-like material) was
heavily overloaded with passengers. The
crew of the Pennsylvania motioned to the
craft, using hand signals to make it clear
that the ship was going to assist them as
best they could.

As the skiff grew closer, the
Pennsylvania crew lowered a bucket
with food and water along the port side.
This allowed for the best possible lee for
the situation. A line was passed so the
skiff could remain alongside as the crew

continued to pass more provisions. The
first round of bottled water was quickly
consumed and was not enough for all 29
onboard the skiff. The crew quickly mixed
up some Gatorade and passed down a
water cooler and cups to the skiff, proving
to be more adequate for the situation.
The Pennsylvania crew also provided
food for the refugees, including fresh fruit.
During this evolution, the bridge
team communicated with United States
Coast Guard Sector Key West to arrange
for USCG assets to travel to the scene.
During the exchanges, one of the
29 refugees told the Spanish-speaking
crew members of the Pennsylvania that
they had been at sea for the past three

The U.S. Coast Guard arrived on-scene to relieve the Pennsylvania and take over rescue
duties for the overloaded skiff.

days, were lost, and were completely out
of water.
Shortly after this remark, those
aboard the skiff became split on their
next step. It appeared that those in the
bow wanted to remain tethered to the
Pennsylvania while those aft wished
to cast off and press on to the United
States. The Spanish-speaking crew of the
Pennsylvania told the 29 that the Coast
Guard was nearby.
This caused a panic on the skiff as
the refugees thought that this was Cuban
military, not the United States Coast
Guard. This was quickly clarified and they
were greatly relieved. Around 9:40 a.m.,
the skiff decided to cast off their line and
press on. Their journey was short lived
as the USCG Cutter Paul Clark and Small
Boat 45654 both crossed the Pennsylvania’s bow and came into contact with the
refugees’ skiff.
With the situation now under control and the USCG on scene, the Pennsylvania resumed its voyage to Sabine Pass
and the crew members went about their
day as normal.
The Pennsylvania is owned by Kinder
Morgan and operated by Intrepid Personnel and Provisioning. American Maritime
Officers represents all licensed officers
on the tanker.

Maritime Administrator Rear Adm. Ann Phillips confirmed
By a vote of 75-22, the U.S. Senate
on May 10 confirmed Ann C. Phillips
as Administrator of the U.S. Maritime
Administration (MARAD) within the
Department of Transportation.
Phillips, a retired U.S. Navy rear
admiral, replaces Lucinda Lessley, who
has been serving as MARAD’s acting
administrator since January 20, 2021.
President Biden nominated
Phillips for the role on October 14, 2021,
and the Senate’s Commerce Committee held hearings on her nomination
on December 16. The nomination was
returned to the President when it expired at the end of the year, and Biden
re-sent it January 4. The committee
favorably reported the nomination to
the entire Senate floor on February 2.
Phillips served nearly 31 years on

active duty in the U.S. Navy before retiring
as a rear admiral. Her final Flag command
was as commander, Expeditionary Strike
Group Two, including 14 ships and 10
subordinate commands — all the Amphibious Expeditionary Forces on the U.S. East
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Coast. Earlier, she served on the Chief of
Naval Operations’ staff as Deputy Director
and then Director of Surface Warfare Division, commissioned and commanded USS
Mustin (DDG 89), and commanded Destroyer
Squadron 28.
MARAD promotes the use of waterborne transportation and its integration
with other segments of the transportation system, and the viability of the U.S.
Merchant Marine. The agency works in
many areas involving ships and shipping,
shipbuilding, port operations, vessel operations, national security, environment
and safety, and it is charged with maintaining the health of the merchant marine. MARAD also maintains the National
Defense Reserve Fleet (NDRF) as a ready
source of ships for use during national
emergencies and logistically supporting

the military when needed.
The American Maritime Partnership (AMP), a coalition of which American Maritime Officers Service is a
member and which American Maritime
Officers supports, applauded Phillips’
confirmation by the Senate.
“The American Maritime
Partnership congratulates Admiral
Phillips on her confirmation to lead
the Maritime Administration at a time
when maintaining a strong American
maritime is even more critical than
ever,” said Ku’uhaku Park, president
of the American Maritime Partnership.
“We look forward to working with Admiral Phillips to ensure our nation has
the shipbuilding, sealift capacity, and
reliable movement of commerce that is
essential to America’s security.”

www.amo-union.org
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Maersk Peary serves in Royal Navy tanker trials for use
of commercial fleet during an international crisis
The following article was released by the
Royal Navy. The Maersk Peary is operated
by U.S. Marine Management, Inc. American
Maritime Officers represents all licensed
officers aboard the U.S.-flagged tanker.
The Royal Navy has been paving the
way for NATO to use commercial tankers in
times of crisis.
Royal Fleet Auxiliary ship Tidesurge
— which is typically found in a Royal Navy
task group to keep fuel tanks topped up
— linked up with the civilian M/T Maersk
Peary in Lyme Bay to see whether oil could
be transferred between the two vessels.
Calling upon civilian oilers to sustain
the fleet could prove crucial if the military
tankers are unable to stock up on supplies
by putting into port.
The Royal Navy relied on extensive
support from civilian tankers during the
Falklands conflict 40 years ago — sustaining a task group 9,000 miles from the UK.
But in more recent years, that support has

Photo: Royal Fleet Auxiliary

not been needed, nor training practiced.
The Royal Fleet Auxiliary — whose
ships support and supply Royal Navy
warships on operations around the globe
— joined forces with its American counterpart, U.S. Military Sealift Command, who
chartered the Peary for the trials.
The resulting link-up in the Channel

— known as a Replenishment at Sea or RAS
in naval parlance — saw the refueling rig
from Tidesurge successfully sent across
to the Peary, where it hooked-up with its
replenishment station.
Although no fuel passed between
the two ships, the successful connection
proved the ability of the civilian tanker to

connect with a military vessel.
The trial’s success extends between
the two support forces to the rest of NATO
as equipment is largely standard across
the alliance.
“Replenishment at sea from a
commercial tanker to a Fleet Replenishment Oiler can ensure our navies remain
supplied and supported in a contested
environment when port visits for resupply can’t be accomplished,” said Captain
Douglas Jaarsma, the U.S. MSC Exchange
Officer with the RFA.
Captain Sam Shattock, the RFA
Chief Operator involved with the trials,
added: “This exciting trial is the first
step for the Royal Navy in developing an
organic national capability to consolidate
Fleet Replenishment Oilers from commercial vessels. It has delivered assurance
to both nations that the ability to work
together remains a key tenet of our operational outputs.”

Great Lakes shipping lost equivalent of a month during ice season
More icebreaking resources needed to maintain shipping lanes on the Fourth Sea Coast
The following article was released May 12
by the Great Lakes Maritime Task Force,
a coalition of which American Maritime
Officers is a member.
CLEVELAND, OHIO — The ice season
is over on the Great Lakes but the impacts
of insufficient Coast Guard icebreaking
linger. With a defined shipping season
of 10-months, due to the closure of the
navigational locks in Sault Ste Marie,
Michigan, which connect Lake Superior
and the iron ore mines to the steel mills in
the southern lakes, delays to the maritime
supply chain have tremendous impacts.
During this year’s ice season, the
U.S.-flag Great Lakes shipping industry
lost the equivalent of a month due to
delays in ice covered waters. 1.645 million
tons of cargo carrying capacity was delayed for 679.5 hours or 28 days due to ice
conditions on Lake Superior, Lake Huron,
Lake Michigan, and in Green Bay and a

lack of Coast Guard icebreakers to meet
the needs of commerce.
“It amazes me that a cargo container stuck in Chesapeake Bay or in the Suez
Canal gets worldwide attention and that
happens on the Great Lakes every year.
The loss of one day of shipping is tremendous, but a month is devastating. Imagine
if highways in the northern states didn’t
have enough snowplows to keep traffic
moving during frequent winter storms
and sat on the road for a month … it is
unacceptable,” said President of the Great
Lakes Maritime Task Force Jim Weakley.
According to the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
ice conditions this past winter were “average” to “slightly below average” during
the bulk of the icebreaking period. Several
ships, including some Canadian-flag
lakers, faced perilous journeys through
ice infested waters that nearly forced a

vessel aground in the Straits of Mackinac
and shutdown waterways. At one point
several vessels were stuck in eastern
Lake Superior for more than three days.
With an aging fleet of six 40-year-old small
icebreaking tugs and only one heavy icebreaker the U.S. Coast Guard couldn’t keep
up. Multiple vessels were shoved near the
edge of the navigational channels as ice
floes over a foot thick shifted, which lasted up until mid-April. At the beginning of
the ice season, the U.S. Coast Guard lost
five icebreakers to engineering casualties,
just when they were needed most.
“The Coast Guard needs more
icebreakers on the Fourth Sea Coast.
We have 237,000 jobs depending on a
reliable Great Lakes Navigation System. In
addition, our sailors deserve to feel safe
navigating our waterways regardless of
the time of year,” stated Vice President of
the Great Lakes Maritime Task Force John

Baker, general organizer for the International Longshoremen’s Association.
While progress fixing the icebreaking issue has been slow, it is
moving forward thanks to key Great Lakes
Senators and Congressional Representatives. Over the past year, both the current
Commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard
and the nominee to replace him testified
before the Senate Commerce Committee acknowledging the need for another
heavy Great Lakes icebreaker. In addition,
the Great Lakes Winter Commerce Act
has passed the House in the Coast Guard
Authorization Bill which authorizes full
funding for the new icebreaker, mandates
transparent and accurate performance
measures, and commissions a study by
the Government Accountability Office to
examine the impacts and needs for additional U.S. Coast Guard icebreakers on the
Great Lakes.

AMO aboard the John G. Munson on the Great Lakes

Members of American Maritime Officers working aboard the John G. Munson in April as the Key Lakes vessel loaded limestone in Port Inland, Mich. included Second Mate Tyler
Thompson, Chief Engineer Andy McGinn, Captain Scott Hein, First Mate Richard (Shawn) Benish and Third Mate Kristopher Bodenweiser.
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Maritime industry salutes Congressman Joe Courtney as the
nation honors U.S. Merchant Marine Veterans of World War II
The dedication and selflessness displayed
by U.S. merchant mariners who reliably
provided vital supplies and sustainment
to Allied Forces in World War II is a very
significant and relevant example for today’s
mariners and for future generations, said
U.S. Representative Joe Courtney (D-CT)
during a ceremony on May 18 in Washington,
DC honoring surviving World War II U.S.
Merchant Marine veterans with the Congressional Gold Medal.
The previous day, Rep. Courtney was
the recipient of the maritime industry’s
Salute to Congress Award from the International Propeller Club of the United States.
During his speech at the ceremony
awarding the Congressional Gold Medal to
World War II Merchant Marine veterans, Rep.
Courtney said that, while the gold medal
was to commemorate the service of a
past generation, the value of the merchant
mariner is not relegated to “a walk down
memory lane.”
“The future mission of the U.S.
Merchant Marine is looming ever larger in
increasingly contested maritime domains at
a time when 90 percent of goods” exported
by and imported into the U.S. move by sea,
he said.
In 2020, Congress unanimously
passed the Merchant Mariners of World War
II Congressional Gold Medal Act sponsored
by Congressman John Garamendi (D-CA) in
the House and Senator Lisa Murkowski (RAK) in the Senate. The bill was approved by
both chambers, and was signed into law in
March of 2020, although the official award
was delayed due to the global pandemic.
Rep. Courtney was one of several
high-ranking elected officials who spoke
to a small group of surviving World War II
Merchant Marine veterans who made the
trip to Washington, DC to finally be recog-

U.S. Navy photo by Bill Mesta

Congressman Joe Courtney (D-CT) addressed the audience during the Congressional Gold
Medal ceremony held to honor U.S. merchant mariners of World War II on May 18.

American Maritime Officers Service President and Chairman Anthony Naccarato (front,
left) joins a gathering of U.S. Merchant Marine veterans of World War II and U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy midshipmen during the Salute to Congress dinner on May 17.
nized by the federal government for their
invaluable service during the war. Speaker
of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and

Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell
(KY) led the congressional delegation to
recognize the mariners, along with Rep.

Garamendi and House Republican Leader
Kevin McCarthy (CA).
Rep. Courtney has a long record of
supporting the U.S. Merchant Marine and is
the chairman of the House Subcommittee
on Seapower and Projection Forces. A
staunch supporter of the Jones Act, Courtney has also supported programs such as
the Maritime Security Program, the recently
created Tanker Security Program and
the building of five new National Security
Multi-Mission Vessels that will be used to
train future mariners on state-of-the-art
platforms.
Rep. Courtney said he learned of the
many-decades-long slight toward the U.S.
Merchant Marine veterans through a family
member of his wife. By listening to that veteran’s stories about traversing the Atlantic
through treacherous waters, Rep. Courtney
said he got a sense of the extreme peril
routinely faced by World War II merchant
mariners during their service at sea.
Approximately 243,000 mariners
served in World War II, and 9,521 perished
while serving. There were 733 Merchant
Marine ships sunk due to enemy attacks.
Nearly 4 percent of the total number of
mariners who served were killed, a higher
casualty rate than any other American
military service branch during World War
II. Only about 1,500 U.S. Merchant Marine
veterans of World War II are alive today to
receive the Congressional Gold Medal.
“The merchant mariners delivered
the goods when and where needed in every
theater of operation and across every
ocean in the biggest most difficult and dangerous job ever undertaken,” Rep. Courtney
said, quoting a famous speech given by
President Franklin Roosevelt, who was a
powerful advocate for the Merchant Marine.
“This day is long overdue.”

Reminder: AMO members have approved scheduling changes
for union’s monthly membership meetings starting this year
As a reminder, the schedule of regular American Maritime Officers monthly membership
meetings for 2022 and beyond has been changed under the following resolution of the
AMO National Executive Board to amend the AMO National Constitution, which was approved by a majority vote of members in attendance of the monthly membership meeting
held at AMO headquarters on December 6, 2021.
WHEREAS, amendments to the AMO National Constitution were last adopted
through a union-wide referendum that ended in March 2009, and
WHEREAS, the number of Constitutional ports was reduced to one, the National
Headquarters, more than a decade ago.
WHEREAS, members have consistently asked that membership meetings at HQ be
scheduled during the middle of the week so they may attend without sacrificing Sundays
with family or meetings abutting national holidays.
NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to its authority under Article XXV of the AMO National
Constitution, the National Executive Board proposes to the AMO membership the following amendment to the AMO National Constitution:

Article XXI, Section 1 shall now read:
“The National President, or an elected official designated by the National President, or if the National President is incapacitated, an elected official designated by the
National Executive Board, shall call and convene a regular monthly membership meeting
on the first Wednesday of every month except in the months of January and July when
the membership meeting will be held on the second Wednesday. The meeting shall be at
National Headquarters. The convening officer may, in his or her sole discretion, cancel,
postpone, or move the location of a membership meeting only for exigent circumstances such as hurricane or flood watches or warnings, states of emergency declared by
government authorities, or damage to the National Headquarters premises. This meeting
shall be commenced at 1:00 P.M. local time. In the event a quorum is not present at 1:00
P.M. local time the National President or National Officer officially in charge designated
by the President shall postpone the opening of the meeting until a quorum is present, but
in no event later than 1:30 P.M. local time. If a quorum is not present by 1:30 P.M., then the
meeting shall be canceled, and the Order of Business shall be carried over to the next
monthly membership meeting.”

Please see page 2 of this edition for a schedule of AMO monthly membership meetings for the remainder of 2022
AMERICAN MARITIME OFFICER		
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Congressional Gold Medal presented to U.S. Merchant
Marine Veterans of World War II on Capitol Hill
The following article includes coverage from
the American Merchant Marine Veterans and
the Maritime Trades Department, AFL-CIO.
Video of the event is available from C-SPAN:
https://tinyurl.com/24v4trkm.
WASHINGTON — On May 18, the American Merchant Marine Veterans (AMMV) commended 10 veterans of the U.S. Merchant
Marine awarded the Congressional Gold
Medal for their service during World War II.
The Congressional Gold Medal is the highest
honor bestowed by the U.S. Congress. The
veterans received the Congressional Gold
Medal at the U.S. Capitol on behalf of the
approximately 1,500 remaining Merchant
Mariners of WWII.
“The bravery demonstrated by the
U.S. Merchant Mariners to keep Allied Forces supplied during World War II is second
to none,” said Dru DiMattia, president of the
American Merchant Marine Veterans. “In the
face of targeted attacks by German submarines and U-boats, the unarmed Merchant
Mariners met the moment with resilience
and courage, and serve as an inspiration for
all of American maritime.”
In 2020, Congress unanimously
passed the Merchant Mariners of World
War II Congressional Gold Medal Act thanks
to the advocacy of Congressman John
Garamendi (D-CA) and Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK). The bill was promptly signed
into law, although the official award was
delayed due to the global pandemic.
“We gave up our yesterdays for your
and their tomorrow,” stated Dave Yoho
during the ceremony, which he called a
“humble tribute to my fallen brothers.” Yoho
served in the engine department, signing on
as a 16-year-old.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA)
and Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell (KY) led the congressional delegation to
recognize the mariners.
“We celebrate these patriots for
doing their part to preserve liberty,” Rep.
Pelosi told them.
“They earned their rallying cry: ‘We
deliver the goods,’” added Sen. McConnell.
Rep. Garamendi and the late U.S.

U.S. Navy photo by Bill Mesta

Rep. Don Young (R-AK) pushed Congress for
years to honor the World War II mariners
with a gold medal.
After saying it was “a great day,
a happy day,” Rep. Garamendi declared:
“Without you, the success of World War II
would not have happened.”

House Republican Leader Kevin
McCarthy (CA) said the presentation was
“long overdue.” He saluted the mariners:
“Everything America asked them to do, they
delivered.”
U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney (D-CT) paid
tribute by quoting President Franklin

U.S. Navy photo by Bill Mesta

Elected leaders presenting the Congressional Gold Medal to U.S. Merchant Marine Veterans
of World War II on May 18 included (from left) House of Representatives Republican Leader
Kevin McCarthy, Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell, Speaker of the House Nancy
Pelosi, Congressman John Garamendi and Congressman Joe Courtney.

Roosevelt: “The merchant marine delivered
the goods when and where needed in every
theater of operation and across every
ocean in the biggest, most difficult job ever
undertaken.”
Also taking part in the presentation were Read Adm. Michael Wettlaufer,
commander of the U.S. Military Sealift
Command; U.S. Coast Guard Vice Admiral
Scott Buschman; and U.S. Deputy Maritime
Administrator Lucinda Lesley.
About the U.S. Merchant Marine of
World War II:
• There were 243,000 mariners that
served in the war. Some 9,521 perished
while serving — roughly four percent of
those who served.
• Merchant Mariners experienced
some of the earliest action of the war due
to German submarines attacking British
merchant ships in the Atlantic, disrupting
supply chains to America’s allies.
• These mariners were not provided veteran status until 1988. And it took
another 10 years before the cutoff date for
veterans’ status was changed to match the
one used for the armed services.

U.S. Merchant Marine Veterans of World War II who traveled to Washington, D.C. to receive the Congressional Gold Medal in May included William Balabanow, Gerard Driscoll, James Lindsey, Charles Mills, George Offenhauser Sr., Bob Ross, James Sciple, George Shaw and Dave Yoho. Not in the picture is Jack Laub. The group was joined by family members and toured the
World War II Memorial the day before being honored during a ceremony in Statuary Hall on Capitol Hill.
www.amo-union.org		
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Department of Transportation
hosts National Maritime Day
event honoring U.S. mariners
U.S. military and government transportation leaders focused on the
future and honored the past and present service of U.S. merchant
mariners during an observance of National Maritime Day at the U.S.
Department of Transportation in Washington, DC on May 24, the first
such in-person event since 2019 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Speakers at the event paid tribute U.S. Merchant Marine
Veterans of World War II. Their demonstration of courage and
patriotism set a profound example, and it is evident in the men and
women who move U.S. cargo around the world, said Commander of
Military Sealift Command Rear Adm. Michael Wettlaufer.
“In 2022, as in 1945, American mariners remain essential to
our economy and our defense,” he said. “The close collaboration
between and integration across our commercial and labor partners,
the U.S. Coast Guard and the Maritime Administration, the shipbuilding and repair industry, certainly the Department of Defense
and the Merchant Marine allow our nation to maintain and retain a
vital strategic advantage — an advantage that allows the joint force
to maneuver across the globe at the time and to the place of our
choosing, in both peacetime and in conflict.”
Wettlaufer stressed the importance of sustaining national
support for the U.S. Merchant Marine. Programs such as cargo
preference, the Maritime Security Program, the Voluntary Intermodal Sealift Agreement and the recently created Tanker Security
Program generate excellent jobs for U.S. mariners and new ships to
make the maritime industry even more attractive to new recruits.
At the end of the day, the people who sail aboard these
vessels make the difference for the future prosperity of the United
States, said Coast Guard Commandant Admiral Karl Schultz.
“In our world, it’s easy to focus on the ships, the ports and
the other infrastructure that enable us to execute the mission. But
it’s really about the mariners,” he said. “It’s not the steel, it’s not the
concrete. It’s the people that make this important industry the great
industry it is.”
U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg commended the maritime industry for its dedicated work during the global
pandemic. As many others sheltered in place, mariners worked even
harder to ensure crucial medical supplies and necessary goods and
commodities continued to flow across the country, he said.
“Our mariners are the reason food reaches families’ table
around the country,” Buttigieg said. “They are the reason supplies
reach our service members around the world.”
While National Maritime Day offers the opportunity to reflect
on the past contributions of the U.S. Merchant Marine, recent events
have shown how crucial merchant mariners are to the country’s future, said Maritime Administrator Rear Adm. Ann Phillips (U.S. Navy retired).
“The Maritime Administration is focused on core values that focus on the future of the
maritime industry: culture, promoting fair and dignified treatment for all mariners, climate,
exploring innovations in maritime technology, and commitment,” Phillips said. “The work of
our mariners remains critical for every American. They ensure our economic strength and
our national security, and secure the future of our maritime industry.”
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A Proclamation on National
Maritime Day, 2022
From sea to shining sea, whether in still or raging waters, America has always been
a Nation of maritime travel. Across our 25,000 miles of waterways and over 360
commercial ports, the United States Merchant Marine is integral to our Nation’s
prosperity. From helping move goods throughout the supply chain to supporting
our troops wherever they are deployed, the Merchant Marine plays a vital role in the
economic security and defense of our country. On National Maritime Day and every
day, we honor the Merchant Marines for their service and sacrifice and acknowledge their crucial role in protecting our Nation’s security and commerce.
Today, our Merchant Marine remains inextricably linked to our national and
economic security and competitiveness. Merchant mariners’ legacy of perseverance and dedication is carried on by today’s civilian mariners. As tyranny and
violence again cause the tragic loss of innocent lives and senseless destruction
in Europe, our merchant mariners have answered the call of duty by crewing
vessels of our United States Ready Reserve, moving vital military cargo to help the
Ukrainian people in their defense of freedom.
We also salute the remarkable efforts of our entire maritime industry
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. They put the well-being of the American people
first, risking their lives to ensure that essential cargoes of medical supplies and
personal protective equipment were delivered to those in need across our Nation.
As we continue to build a better America, our Merchant Marine plays a pivotal
role in securing our coastal and inland waterways so that they are open to trade.
No matter the hardship, mariners provide a smooth passage for America’s critical
domestic goods and serve as stewards of our Nation’s trading gateways with the
rest of the world. My Administration continues its unwavering support of the United
States Merchant Marine, as well as the Jones Act, which protects the integrity
of our domestic maritime industry, supports hundreds of thousands of jobs, and
contributes over $150 billion in economic benefits.
We also know that the future success of the vital maritime industry depends
on its ability to attract the talent of all Americans and reflect the diversity of
the Nation it serves. That is why we are resolved to continue the urgent work of
advancing diversity, equity, and inclusion in the ranks of the Merchant Marine and
to end sexual assault, sexual harassment, and bullying in the workplace.
Our Nation’s merchant mariners serve with honor and integrity each and
every day. Today, we recognize their service and sacrifice and recommit ourselves
to fulfilling the promises and uplifting the values that they continue to protect.
The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 20, 1933, has designated
May 22 of each year as “National Maritime Day” to commemorate the first transoceanic voyage by a steamship in 1819 by the S.S. Savannah. By this resolution, the
Congress has authorized and requested the President to issue annually a proclamation calling for its appropriate observance. I also request that all ships sailing
under the American flag dress ship on that day.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 22, 2022, as National Maritime Day.
I call upon all Americans to observe this day and to celebrate the United States
Merchant Marine and maritime industry with appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of May,
in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-two, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred and forty-sixth.
JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR.

A ceremony was held at American Merchant Marine Veterans Memorial and Walls of Honor in San Pedro, Calif in observance of National Maritime Day. American Maritime Officers members joining West Coast Representative Roy Silliker at a luncheon following the ceremony in San Pedro included Tony Estes, Tim Price, Hans Hess, Katherine Green and Edward Thompson.
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AMO Safety and Education Plan — Simulation, Training, Assessment & Research Center
(954) 920-3222 / (800) 942-3220 — 2 West Dixie Highway, Dania Beach, FL 33004

General Courses
Combined Basic & Advanced Low Flash Point Fuel Operations (IGF Code/LNG
Fuel) Course

5 Days

15 August

7 November

Confined Space Entry

3 Days

11 July

31 August

Advanced Fire Fighting

5 Days

24 October

Advanced Fire Fighting Refresher

2 Days

27 June

19 September

Basic Safety Training — All 4 modules must be completed within 12 months: Personal Safety Techniques (Mon./Tues. — 1.5
days), Personal Safety & Social Responsibility (Tues pm — .5 days), Elementary First Aid (Wed. — 1 day), Fire Fighting & Fire
Prevention (Thurs/Fri — 2 days) — not required if Combined Basic & Adv. Fire Fighting completed within 12 months.
Basic Safety Training — Refresher — required for STCW renewal for those
without 360 days of sea service in 5 years

3 Days

29 June

Chemical Safety — Advanced

5 Days

26 September

ECDIS

5 Days

1 August

Environmental Awareness (includes Oily Water Separator)

3 Days

14 November

Fast Rescue Boat

4 Days

23 August

GMDSS — Requires after-hour homework

10 Days

11 July

LNG Tankerman PIC — available online

8 Days

Please Call

31 October

5 Days

27 June

19 September

21 September

24 October

5 December

17 October

29 November

10 January

5 Days

Please Call

LNG Simulator Training — Enrollment priority in the LNG simulator course is given to qualified member candidates for
employment and/or observation opportunities with AMO contracted LNG companies. In all cases successful completion of
the LNG PNC classroom course is prerequisite.
Proficiency in Survival Craft (Lifeboat)

4 Days

26 September

24 January

Safety Officer Course (also see online schedule)

2 Days

14 July

5 October

Tankerman PIC DL — Classroom (also see online schedule)

5 Days

27 June

12 December

Tankerman PIC DL — Simulator

10 Days

22 August

17 October

28 November

23 January

Train the Trainer — requires after hours homework

5 Days

8 August

17 October

14 November

12 December

16 January

Vessel Personnel with Designated Security Duties — VPDSD

2 Days

15 September

Vessel/Company Security Officer — Includes Anti-Piracy (also see online
schedule)

3 Days

Please Call

Proficiency in Survival Craft (Lifeboat) REFRESHER

1 Day

1 July

1 October

Electronic Navigation and Watchkeeping Refresher

3 Days

25 July

19 September

7 November

Basic Training & Advanced Fire Fighting Revalidation (Required for STCW
renewal) — required by those with 360 days sea service in 5 years

2 Days

11, 28 July

8, 29 August

12 September

3, 13 October

3 November

Leadership & Management (required by ALL management level Deck and
Engine officers by 1 Jan 2017)

5 Days

11 July

15 August

17 October

5 December

23 January

MSC Medical PIC Refresher

5 days

Please Call

Elementary First Aid — Prerequisite for MCP within preceding 6 months

1 day

19 July

16 August

13 September 11 October

10 January

Medical Care Provider — Prerequisite for MPIC within preceding 6 months.
Please fax EFA certificate when registering

3 days

20 July

17 August

14 September 5, 12 October

11 January

Medical PIC — Please FAX MCP certificate when registering

5 days

25 July

22 August

19 September

17 October

5 December

Urinalysis Collector Training

1 day

1, 29 August

26 September

24 October

7 November

12 December

Screening Test Technician — QEDs a.m./Alco Mate 7000 p.m.

1 day

2, 30 August

27 September

25 October

8 November

13 December

Radar Recertification

1 day

27 June

19 September

30 January

Electronic Navigation and Watchkeeping Refresher

3 days

25 July

21 September

7 November

ARPA

4 days

31 January

Radar Recertification & ARPA

5 days

30 January

Original Radar Observer Unlimited

5 days

23 January

Advanced Bridge Resource Management

5 days

24 October

18 January

Advanced Shiphandling for Masters/Senior Deck Officers — (No equivalency)
Must have sailed as Chief Mate Unlimited

5 days

27 June

12 September

14 November

Advanced Shiphandling for 3rd Mates — 60 days seatime equiv. for 3rd Mates

10 days

22 August

3 October

7 November

Advanced and Emergency Shiphandling — First Class Pilots, Great Lakes

5 days

30 January

Basic Meteorology

5 days

24 October

Tug Training — ASD Assist

5 days

5 December

Dynamic Positioning — Induction (Basic)

5 days

18 July

24 October

9 January

Dynamic Positioning — Simulator (Advanced)

5 days

1 August

4 November

30 January

Dynamic Positioning — Revalidation

5 days

11 July

5 December

Navigational Watchkeeping Standardization & Assessment Program

5 days

15 August

10 October

TOAR (Towing Officer Assessment Record) — Third Mate (Unlimited or Great
Lakes) or 1600T Master License required AND OICNW required

5 days

19 September

6 February

High Risk and Emergency Shiphandling for Masters (Must have completed
Advanced Shiphandling for Masters and sailed as Master)

5 days

19 September

12 December

1, 12
December

9, 20
January

Medical Courses

16 January

Radar Courses
11 January

Deck Courses

www.amo-union.org		
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Deck Upgrade — STCW 2010 — Management Level (NVIC 10-14) — Completion of both required and optional courses listed below will include all Task Assessments required by NVIC 10-14,
providing ECDIS, GMDSS and ARPA have been previously completed. See STAR Center’s website for full details: http//www.STAR-Center.com/STCW2010-deck.upgrade.html.
Upgrade: Shiphandling at the Management Level (includes SAR)

10 days

25 July

8 August

26 Sept.

17, 31 Oct.

8 November

Upgrade: Advanced Meteorology — Requires after-hours homework

5 days

3 August

19, 28 Sept.

31 October

7 December

16 January

Advanced Stability (also see online schedule)

5 Days

27 June

8 August

10 October

12 December

16 January

Search & Rescue (now included in SAML)

2 days

Please Call

Management of Medical Care (also see online schedule)

1/2 day

20 July

1 October

16 November

Leadership & Management (also see online schedule)

5 Days

11 July

15 August

17 October

5 December

23 January

Advanced Cargo — Optional for task sign-off (also see online schedule)

5 Days

27 June

1 August

3 October

14 November

5 December

Marine Propulsion Plants — Optional for task sign-off

5 Days

11 July

19 September

12 December

30 January

Advanced Celestial — Optional for task sign-off

5 Days

18 July

19 September

28 November

Advanced Navigation — Optional for task sign-off

5 days

27 June

18 July

12 September

Basic Electricity (Professional Development)

10 days

18 July

24 October

16 January

Diesel Crossover

4 weeks

24 October

Engine Room Resource Management (Simulator)

5 days

8 August

31 October

9 January

Gas Turbine Endorsement

10 days

24 October

Marine High Voltage Safety Course (Simulator)

5 days

11 July

7 November

Hydraulics / Pneumatics (Professional Development)

5 days

27 June

29 August

3 October

14 November

Machine Shop (Professional Development)

10 days

5 December

Programmable Logic Controllers (PLCs) (Does not include EPA Universal)

5 days

4 July

1 August

14 November

30 January

Refrigeration & Air Conditioning

5 days

22 August

26 September

28 November

9 January

Steam Endorsement

4 weeks

12 September

Marine Controls and Instrumentation (Professional Development)

10 days

10 October

9 January

30 January

31 October

Engineering Courses

31 January

Welding & Metallurgy Skills & Practices — Open to eligible Chief Mates and Masters on a space available
basis. Interested participants should apply online and will be confirmed 2 weeks prior to start date.

2 weeks

8 August

5 December

Engine Upgrade — STCW 2010 — Management Level (NVIC 15-14) — Completion of both required and optional courses listed below will include all Task Assessments required by NVIC 15-14. See
STAR Center’s website for full details: https://www.star-center.com/stcw2010-engine.upgrade.html
Leadership & Managerial Skills (G500 as amended) — REQUIRED

5 days

11 July

15 August

17 October

5 December

23 January

ERM (E050 as amended) — REQUIRED (unless previously taken for gap
closing or original license)

5 days

8 August

31 October

9 January

Upgrade: Electrical, Electronics & Control Engineering (Management Level)
(E133 as amended) (UPGRADE with tasks) Required unless previously taken
for gap closing or original license

5 days

18 July

22 August

10 October

28 November

16 January

STCW Upgrade Task Assessment — General: This class is required by all
propulsion types (Motor, Gas and Steam) Licensed engineers — OPTIONAL:
Tasks can be signed off onboard

5 days

25 July

29 August

24 October

12 December

30 January

STCW Upgrade Task Assessment — Steam (E121 as amended) — OPTIONAL:
Tasks can be signed off onboard

5 days

Please Call

STCW Upgrade Task Assessment — Gas Turbine (E122 as amended) — OPTIONAL: Tasks can be signed off onboard

3 days

Please Call

MSC Training Program — The core MSC courses noted below are required for initial MSC employment. Other MSC courses listed are only required as assigned duties require.
CORE Basic CBR Defense — Refresher required every 5 years

1 day

21 July

12 August

28 September

7 October

18 November

16 December

20 January

CORE Damage Control — Refresher required every 5 years

1 day

20 July

10 August

29 September

6 October

17 November

14 December

19 January

CORE Helicopter Fire Fighting — Refresher required every 5 years

1 day

19 July

11 August

30 September

5 October

16 November

15 December

18 January

1/2 day

21 July

12 August

28 September

7 October

18 November

16 December

20 January

18 July

4 October

15 November

17 January

CORE Marine Environmental Program (with CBRD) — Refresher required every

5 years

2 days

MSC Readiness Refresher — Must have completed full CBRD & DC once in career
MSC Watchstander — BASIC — Once in career, SST grads grandfathered

1 day

1 August

17 October

28 November

30 January

MSC Watchstander — ADVANCED — Annual required for all SRF members

1 day

24 June

1, 15, 22 July

2, 12, 26
August

2, 16, 30
September

14, 18, 28
October

11, 29
November

9, 16
December

13, 27, 31
January

MSC Ship Reaction Force — Required every three years for SRF members and
must have Basic and a valid Advanced Watchkeeping and a valid Small Arms

3 days

3 August

19 October

30 November

Small Arms — Initial & Sustainment (Refresher) Training — Open to
members & applicants eligible for employment through AMO (w/in 1 year) or
MSC on MARAD contracted vessels.

4 days

27 June

11, 18 July

8, 22, 29
August

12, 26
September

10, 24
October

7 November

5, 12
December

9, 23
January

Self-Study, CDs and Online Courses
Anti-Terrorism Level 1

Online

DOT Hazardous Materials Transportation Training

Online

EPA Universal Refrigerant Certification Examination (3 days on campus)
Qualified Assessor
Vessel General Permit — EPA

Self Study
Online
On Campus in conjunction with other classes

NOTICE: AMO members planning to attend STAR Center in Dania Beach, Florida — either to prepare for license upgrading or to undergo specialty training—are asked to call the school to confirm course schedule and space
availability in advance.
NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY AS TO STUDENTS: The Simulation, Training, Assessment and Research Center (STAR), established under the auspices of the American Maritime Officers Safety and Education Plan,
admit students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin or sex to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the Center. It does not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national or ethnic origin or sex in administration of its educational policies, admission policies and other programs administered by the Center.
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ONLINE Blended Management Level Upgrade Classes (Deck and Engine) — STAR Center is offering the following courses ONLINE. WHERE SHOWN, FULLY ONLINE CLASSES INCLUDE ALL ASSESSMENTS AND TRAVEL TO STAR CENTER IS NOT REQUIRED. By USCG approval requirements, Practical Exercises and Competency Assessments for blended courses will have to be taken at STAR
Center. This will be scheduled in a comprehensive 5-day session.
Leadership and Management (Deck and Engine) — FULLY ONLINE

5 Days

11 July

Upgrade: Advanced Meteorology (Deck) — Blended Assessment at STAR Center

3 Days

17 October

5 December

3 August

28 September

Advanced Navigation (Deck)

3 Days

18 July

31 October

Marine Propulsion Plant (Deck)

3 Days

11 July

12 December

Advanced Stability (Deck) FULLY ONLINE

5 Days

9 August

12 December

Advanced Cargo (Deck) FULLY ONLINE

5 Days

27 June

3 October

Advanced Celestial (Deck) Blended Assessment at STAR Center

4 Days

18 July

28 November

7 December

25 January

5 December

Upgrade: Electrical, Electronics, & Control Engineering (Engine) — FULLY ONLINE

5 Days

28 November

Combined Basic and Advanced Low Flash Point Fuel Operations — FULLY ONLINE

5 Days

Please Call

LNG Tankerman PIC — FULLY ONLINE

8 Days

Please Call

Tankerman PIC DL — Classroom — FULLY ONLINE

5 Days

Please Call

Vessel Security Officer (VSO) — FULLY ONLINE

3 Days

Please Call

Safety Officer Seminar — FULLY ONLINE

2 Days

5 October

Management of Medical Care

.5 Days

20 July

28 September

16 November

Upgrade: Advanced Meteorology (Deck)

2 Days

1 August

26 September

7, 9 November

5 December

23 January

Advanced Navigation (Deck)

2 Days

Please Call

Marine Propulsion Plant (Deck)

2 Days

Please Call

Advanced Celestial (Deck)

2 Days

1 August

15 September

10 November

1 December

9 January

Assessments (at STAR Center) DECK and ENGINE

COMPLETE STAR CENTER COURSE SCHEDULE AND REGISTRATION FORM AVAILABLE ONLINE
The STAR Center course schedule for members and applicants of American Maritime Officers is available online at: www.amo-union.org/pdfs/dania.pdf
In addition to the form below, AMO members and applicants have the option to register for courses at STAR Center online at the following address:

www.star-center.com/forms/reg.mbr.live.html

register@star-center.com H FAX: 954-920-3140
If possible, please use the secure online course application:
https://www.star-center.com/forms/reg.mbr.live.html
NAME:						DATE:
ADDRESS:
CITY:				STATE:		ZIP CODE:
HOME PHONE: (

)		

CELL PHONE: (

STAR Center “No Show” Policy for Registered and Confirmed Students: STAR Center
students who are enrolled and who have been confirmed are REQUIRED to notify STAR Center at least 48 hours prior to the start date of a course when a short notice change arises
such that they will no longer be able to attend by contacting Student Services by phone at
(800) 342-3220 Ext. 201, (954) 920-3222 Ext. 201, or by e-mail: register@star-center.com.
STAR Center values all our AMO Plans Participants’ time and efforts and understands issues
may arise that will impact schedules and travel. However, “No Show” students impact other
AMO Plans Participants who may be on a wait list and could fill the unused seat. We therefore
ask that our enrolled and confirmed students respect the needs of their fellow AMO students
and contact STAR Center as noted above so their seat may be filled. The circumstances of “No
Show” students will be reviewed as necessary. Those who are repeat “No Show” students may
have all future STAR Center enrollment applications wait-listed for the requested course(s)
until all other AMO participants are accommodated.

Desired Course(s)

Preferred / Alternate Start Date

/
/
/
/

)

E-MAIL ADDRESS:
MARINER REFERENCE NUMBER:
UNION CARD / APPLICANT NUMBER:		

SSN (LAST 4 NUMBERS):

MOST RECENT VESSEL:

Lodging / Accompanying Guest Information

COMPANY:
CURRENTLY ASSIGNED TO A VESSEL UNDER MSC OPERATIONAL CONTROL (Y/N) ?
DATE ASSIGNED:			

DATE DISCHARGED:

CURRENT LICENSE:			

EXPIRATION DATE:

Check IN Date:

/

/

Check OUT Date:

(Day before class starts)

Spouse / Guest / Significant Other

/

/

(Day after class concludes)

Relationship

Age (if Minor Under 18)

Please call or e-mail to confirm your class at least two (2) weeks prior to course
start date. In the event of a Waiting List, your place will be released two (2)
weeks before the scheduled start date if we have not heard from you.

To confirm course registration, please call: (800) 942-3220 Ext. 201
For course attendance confirmation, please call: (800) 942-3220 Ext. 200
H YOU MUST BE FIT FOR DUTY TO ATTEND CLASSES H
STAR Center Use Only / Tracking Number:

Students must be “fit for duty” and guests must be capable of performing “activities of daily
living” without assistance. All Minors under 18 must be accompanied by an adult at all times
while at STAR Center. Include ages of all Minors under 18 on list above.
[ ] Check if baby crib required

Lodging Remarks / Requests:

STAR Center admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin or gender.
www.amo-union.org		
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DIRECTORY
OFFICES

AMO NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

DANIA BEACH, FL 33004-4109
601 S. Federal Highway
(954) 921-2221 / (800) 362-0513 / FAX: (954) 367-1066
Paul Doell, National President
Mobile: (954) 881-5651
pdoell@amo-union.org
Extension 1001
Robert Rice, National Secretary-Treasurer
Mobile: (954) 295-6160
brice@amo-union.org
Extension 1004
William Barrere, National Executive Vice President
Mobile: (415) 654-2671
wbarrere@amo-union.org
Extension 1011
Jeff Richards, National Vice President, Deep Sea
Mobile: (954) 270-2694
jrichards@amo-union.org
Extension 1009
Todd Christensen, East Coast Representative
Mobile: (561) 806-3768
tchristensen@amo-union.org / Extension 1007
Chris Von Rabenstein, Gulf Coast Representative
Mobile: (954) 290-9775
chrisvonr@amo-union.org / Extension 1037
Robert Silva, Government Liaison
Mobile: (954) 765-8149
bsilva@amo-union.org / Extension 1013
Kathleen Friel, Career Advancement Liaison
Mobile: (786) 350-8160
kfriel@amo-union.org
Marie Doruth, Executive Assistant to the National President
Mobile: (954) 290-8109 / mdoruth@amo-union.org / Extension 1017
Dispatch: (800) 345-3410 / dispatch@amo-union.org
Brendan Keller, Dispatcher (bkeller@amo-union.org)
(800) 362-0513 Extension 1061 / Mobile: (954) 817-4000
Roy Emrick, Jr., Dispatcher (remrick@amo-union.org)
(800) 362-0513 Extension 1060 / Mobile: (954) 298-7635
Member Services: (800) 362-0513 Extension 1050
memberservices@amo-union.org / FAX: (954) 367-1066
Contract Analysis: Chris Holmes
cholmes@amo-union.org / contracts@amo-union.org
Editorial Department: editorial@amo-union.org
OFFICES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20003
700 Pennsylvania Avenue SE, Suite 530
Paul Doell, National President
Mobile: (954) 881-5651
pdoell@amo-union.org
T. Christian Spain, National Vice President, Government Relations
Mobile: (202) 658-8887
cspain@amo-union.org
(800) 362-0513 Extension 7010 / FAX: (202) 479-1188

TOLEDO, OH 43604
One Maritime Plaza, Third Floor
FAX: (419) 255-2350
John E. Clemons, National Vice President, Great Lakes
Mobile: (419) 346-6193
johnclemons@amo-union.org
(800) 362-0513 Extension 6003
Joseph T. Brown, Great Lakes Representative
Mobile: (419) 309-1729
jbrown@amo-union.org
(800) 362-0513 Extension 6007
Michelle Moffitt, Dispatcher
mmoffitt@amo-union.org
(800) 362-0513 Extension 6005 / Mobile: (419) 481-3470
NEW ORLEANS / MADISONVILLE, LA 70447
P.O. Box 970
Daniel J. Robichaux, National Vice President, Inland Waters
Mobile: (985) 201-5462
drobichaux@amo-union.org
FAX: (954) 367-1062
SAN DIEGO, CA 92131
10755 Scripps Poway Parkway #107
Roy Silliker, West Coast Representative
Mobile: (415) 265-1429
rsilliker@amo-union.org
STAR CENTER
STUDENT SERVICES/LODGING AND COURSE INFORMATION		
2 West Dixie Highway
Dania Beach, FL 33004-4312
(954) 920-3222 Extension 201 / (800) 942-3220 Extension 201
Course Attendance Confirmation: (800) 942-3220 Extension 200
24 Hours: (954) 920-3222 Extension 7999 / FAX: (954) 920-3140
SERVICES
AMO MEMBERS & APPLICANTS: UPDATE CREDENTIALS, DOCUMENTS, TRAINING RECORDS
Secure File Upload: https://www.amo-union.org/MemberLogin.aspx
Questions: (800) 362-0513 Extension 1050
E-mail: memberservices@amo-union.org
MEDICAL CLINIC
2 West Dixie Highway
Dania Beach, FL 33004-4312
(954) 927-5213

AMO PLANS
2 West Dixie Highway
Dania Beach, FL 33004-4312
(800) 348-6515
FAX: (954) 922-7539

AMO Coast Guard Legal Aid Program
Michael Reny
Mobile: (419) 346-1485
(419) 243-1105
(888) 853-4662
MikeReny@BEX.NET
FAX: (419) 243-8953

AMO PLANS CONTACT INFORMATION
AMO Plans normal business hours are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Eastern.
Phone: (800) 348-6515
To request a connection with a specific person, dial “0” for the operator.
Medical Customer Service: extension 12
Retirement Services (Pension, 401(k), MPB, and DC): extension 14
Vacation: extension 15
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FAX — Retirement Services: (954) 922-7539
FAX — Medical Plan: (954) 920-9482
FAX — Vacation Plan: (954) 926-7274
E-mail — Medical Plan: amomedical@amoplans.com
E-mail — Vacation Plan: amovacation@amoplans.com
E-mail — 401(k) Plan: amo401k@amoplans.com
E-mail — Retirement Services: amopension@amoplans.com
www.amo-union.org
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ARC Integrity transports military equipment to Europe
The following article includes coverage
published by USTRANSCOM, American
Roll-On Roll-Off Carrier (ARC) and Reuters.
The ARC Integrity is operated for ARC in
the Maritime Security Program fleet by
TOTE Services. American Maritime Officers
represents all licensed officers aboard the
ARC Integrity.
Earlier this month, the M/V ARC Integrity sailed for Europe carrying military
vehicles and equipment in support of
U.S. national security interests in Europe
as they relate to the Russian invasion of
Ukraine.
Prior to the ship’s departure, Commander of U.S. Transportation Command
Gen. Jacqueline Van Ovost visited the ARC
Integrity at Joint Base Charleston, South
Carolina.
Gen. Van Ovost discussed the
importance of the commercial industry
being ready and responsive to support
current complex movement requirements.
Having assumed command in October 2021,
Gen. Van Ovost is the 14th Commander of
USTRANSCOM, the mission of which is to
project and sustain military power globally
to assure friends and allies, deter potential
adversaries, and if necessary, respond to
win decisively.
While the vessel tour took place
ahead of National Maritime Day, US-

Photo by Alexandra Soika, USTRANSCOM Public Affairs

U.S. Air Force Gen. Jacqueline Van Ovost (left), commander, U.S. Transportation Command
(USTRANSCOM), shakes hands with Captain Morgan Dailey (right) while touring the M/V ARC
Integrity at Joint Base Charleston, South Carolina, on May 4.
TRANSCOM made note of the importance
of the U.S. Merchant Marine and U.S.-flag
fleet in its coverage of the event.
Every day, and especially on National
Maritime Day, USTRANSCOM recognizes the
U.S. Merchant Marine as the backbone of
our maritime capability, and the qualified
mariners it employs as the lifeblood that
powers the strategic sealift portfolio.
Sufficient and qualified mariners are
essential to maintaining our readiness,
USTRANSCOM reported.

Captain Ben Tidwell receives 2022
AMO Mariner of the Year Award

Captain Ben Tidwell received the American Maritime Officers Mariner of the Year Award
for 2022 during an observance of National Maritime Day in Norfolk, Va. on May 19. The presentation of the Mariner of the Year Award is an annual event sponsored by and unique to
the Port of Norfolk. Congratulating Captain Tidwell on his receipt of the award was Military
Sealift Command Chief of Staff Capt. Janice Smith. Tidwell’s career at sea began in 1973
after completing the trainee program at the Harry Lundeberg School of Seamanship in
Piney Point, Md. In March of 1982, he became the first graduate of Piney Point’s Third Mate
course, leading to his earning an officer’s license. In 1985, he began sailing as a member of
MEBA District 2, which later became AMO. From that time forward, he has sailed onboard
several AMO-contracted vessels, including aboard the Cape May for 22 years. Tidwell departed the Cape May as captain in 2019 and has continued his career aboard the USNS Bob
Hope, USNS Kocak, and the Cape Arundel, on which he sails as captain.
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Gen. Van Ovost, during a Senate
Armed Services Committee hearing in
March of this year, stated: “The sealift
fleet is critical to the execution of our
plans. They move 90 percent of the cargo
in wartime.”
Commander of the U.S. Army’s 841st
Transportation Battalion Lt. Col. Rebecca
D’Angelo credited the synchronized efforts
of Team ARC and the Surface Deployment
and Distribution Command for the success
of the upload that will deliver this equip-

ment to the European Theater. The 841st
Transportation Battalion is part of the 597th
Transportation Brigade, the single port
manager for all Department of Defense cargo moving through seaports on the Eastern
Seaboard and through the U.S. Southern
Command area.
The tour was led by Captain Morgan
Dailey and Chief Mate Michael Loesch, and
by Senior General Manager, Defense Sales,
Ameed Micko and Brian Rivera from ARC
shoreside leadership. Micko stated: “This
operation comprised multiple key stakeholders — TRANSCOM and SDDC for the military, commercial industry, and maritime
labor, and was a fantastic example of the
TRANSCOM motto — ‘together, we deliver’
— in action.”
Later in the month, when the ARC Integrity docked at Antwerp, Belgium, the ship
was visited by Principal Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Aviation and International
Affairs at the U.S. Department of Transportation Carol Petsonk.
“What we see is the vessel carrying
two types of equipment: One is the personal
vehicles, belongings of service members
who are going to serve in U.S. forces in
Europe,” Petsonk told reporters. “The other
is military equipment, including defensive
capability equipment, medical vehicles for
providing medical supplies to injured.”

Rep. Garamendi presents
Congressional Gold Medal to
U.S. Merchant Marine Veterans
of World War II in California

Congressman John Garamendi (D-CA), sponsor of the Merchant Mariners of World
War II Congressional Gold Medal Act of 2020 in the House of Representatives, on
May 20 presented the Congressional Gold Medal to U.S. Merchant Marine Veterans
of World War II during a conference hosted by the Nautical Institute at the Marines
Memorial Club & Hotel in San Francisco, Calif. Among those recognized at the ceremony was U.S. Merchant Marine Veteran of World War II Gus Guzelian — a retired
member of American Maritime Officers, former AMO National Executive Board
Member and a founding member of the Brotherhood of Marine Engineers, the union
that would later become AMO.
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